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  FEDERAL REAUTHORIZATION 2009

The following are a several issues that will likely be debated during the coming reauthorization in 2009.  They are not listed in any priority.  What is critical to this debate is the need to view transportation in a larger context than the past.  Transportation is fundamental to the way of life in this country; it is the foundation for our economy (both in production and distribution of goods); and it has made us the world leader in almost every aspect of a modern society.  Even more important is that our success has been driven by the trust of the people that government will do the right things to build, maintain and sustain our transportation system.

QUICK FACTS:

1) The national investment in transportation infrastructure is about $1.5 trillion.

2) The number of drivers, vehicle ownership, public transportation ridership, and miles of travel continue to increase, especially for heavy trucks.  In the US we have one car for everyone age 16 and older.

3) By 2020 an additional 60 million people will be in the US. 

4) Highways account for 90% of all personal travel and carry 76% of all freight.  Freight is expected to grow at 2.3%/year over the next 25 years and will result in almost doubling the trucks on the highways

5) Americans used public transportation a record 9.6 billion times in 2001 and transit ridership has grown 23 percent since 1995.  

6) Construction costs continue to increase.

7) Congestion is prevalent and continues to grow at the rate of 8%/year, much of this due to truck growth.  

8) Currently congestion costs $168 Billion/year and in 20 yrs this will be $890 billion.

9) We have more than 43,000 highway fatalities and 3,000,000 injuries every year at an estimated cost of $170 billion.

10) The project development process for all modes takes longer and longer.

11) The backlog of capital needs continues to grow and adequate maintenance of the surface transportation system is becoming more and more difficult.

12) In the past 25 years the U.S. road mileage has increased approximately 3% despite a 24% increase in population and 80% increase in vehicle miles of travel.

13) The Highway Trust Fund is almost a thing of the past and likely to be broke in 2009.  It is not a sustainable mechanism to fund transportation needs today or tomorrow.

14) Politically it is highly unlikely that we will see a gas tax increase (locally or nationally).

15) USDOT reports that it will take $80 billion/yr (2004-2024) to maintain the system and congestion at today’s levels.  However, in the fine print, which they conveniently fail to mention, these numbers are in 2004 dollars.  In 10 years this equates to almost $108 billion/yr (at 3% inflation rate).  And in 20 years it equates to $145 billion.  Where is the leadership? (Ref. 2006 Status of the Nation’s Highways, Bridges and Transit)

16) On top of all of this what happens when oil reaches $75/barrel; $100; $150?
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1.  Funding for the transportation program.  

A. The Highway Trust Fund (HTF) must be sustainable.

B. The HTF must be used solely for transportation purposes. 

C. Trucks/commercial vehicles must contribute their proportional share of the cost for highways.  Interstate Maintenance and National Highway System funding should be reevaluated in view of the escalating truck weights and volumes on the NHS for freight transport.

D. Innovative financing tools should be made universally available to all states.

E. Maximize flexibility in the use of funds and minimize categories.  No new categories of spending or mandates should be established during reauthorization.  The states should be given maximum flexibility to manage the program to address their specific needs.  

F. Sanctions that currently exist should be eliminated. 

G. Efforts to address fuel tax evasion should be continued.

H. The motor fuels user fee should be indexed to the CPI to aid in defining a consistent and adequate source of revenues.

I. New approaches to financing transportation needs should be investigated to ensure sustainable funding.  Explore options to address future needs.  


2. Improved program delivery.

A. The need for environmental and program streamlining is absolutely essential.  Past efforts have been ineffective.  Congress should make meaningful strides to address reform in this area. 

B. Roles and responsibilities of resource agencies should be defined; USDOT should be lead agency for transportation projects.

C. Deadlines must be adhered to.

D. Ways for expediting the projects development process must be encouraged for both large and small projects.

E. Innovative contracting methods should be allowed as deemed appropriate by the State DOT’s and barriers removed to enable innovation to take place.

F. Project oversight for quality assurance and quality control is important and should be the primary responsibility of the state.  Federal role should be directed at the larger management issues and improving the efficiency of delivering the program.

G. The reauthorization should improve the return ratio of the HTF contributions to the respective states in a more equitable manner.  

H. The funds returned to the states should also eliminate “obligation limitations” which results in an artificial constraint to critical resources needed for transportation.  

3. Environmental Stewardship.

A. Recognize that surface transportation policy plays a role in achieving other critical national policy goals such as national security, energy conservation, and dependence on foreign oil.
B. Establish deadlines and adhere to them during the environmental phases of project development.  This would apply both to comment periods and to legal challenges.

C. Protect and enhance the environment while building and improving transportation infrastructure-this is not an either/or process.

D. Eliminate the piecemeal approach to environmental activity.

E. Improve the linkage between all phases of project development to ensure that environmental commitments are addressed properly in the final construction plans.

      4. Safety.

A. Support the national agenda regarding transportation safety and encourage steps to dramatically reduce fatalities/injuries.

B. Evaluate the separation of truck and auto traffic on the Interstate system.

C. Funding for Homeland Security measures should be a General Fund expenditure.

5. Research and Technology Deployment.

A. Increase the amount of funds dedicated to research and development activities.  This includes maintaining the current process through the State Planning and Research (SPR) program.

B. Enhance research at the federal level to appropriately address the high risk, long term; costly projects. 

6. Economic Impacts

A. Investment is needed in the development of the surface transportation system capacity to enable economic growth and reduce traffic congestion and its adverse affects on families and economic productivity.
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